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Reunion
of black
nurses

St. Pete
says
goodbye
to the box

Sisters on the Move Ministry’s inaugural 200 Women in Black event
took place Sat., Oct. 18 at the St. Petersburg Hilton.
Tues., Oct. 21
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mayor Rick Kriseman and
Deputy Mayor Kanika
Tomalin announced Tuesday their “City of Opportunity” initiative to eliminate
the box on applications that
requires job seekers to reveal prior criminal convictions.
“We are banning the
box,” Kriseman said in a formal announcement from
the steps of City Hall, which
garnered much applause
from the small crowd gathered outside. “To those interested in working for the
city, that little check box on
the city’s application that requires an applicant to disclose whether they’ve been
convicted of a crime will be
going away on January 1.”
Kriseman noted that St.
Pete is not the first to ban
the box, as nearly 70 cities
and counties nationwide, including Tampa, have removed this barrier to
employment. Some cities
and states have gone as far
as extending this practice to
contractors and private emSee RECORD, page 8

 

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Women from as far away
as Georgia, Ft. Pierce and
Kissimmee convened at
the St. Petersburg Hilton,
located at 950 Lake Carillon Drive, to attend the inaugural 200 Women in
Black last Sat., Oct. 18.
Presented by Sisters
on the Move Ministry, a
non – denominational non

– profit religious organization, founder and CEO
Elder Debbie Thompson
told the crowd of her vision and how she decided
to run with it.
“He gave me the vision,” she said speaking of
the Lord and thanked all
the women who stood behind her and beside her as
she planned. “Have you
ever seen ‘Bridezilla,’” she
asked. “Let me tell you, I
was Eventzilla.”

Thompson gave some
background on the meaning of the evening. She explained the color black was
chosen for its denotation of
power, elegance and formality, which she believed
set the stage for a perfect
evening. Black is also associated with the death of
something which Thompson views as a good thing.
“Tonight we are going
to lay some things down,”
she said speaking of the

Mamie Rogers
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

countless number of single
women each day that work
and raise their children, as
well as the strong women
who also tend to other family members each day. “We
came to be healed physically, emotionally, mentally.”
Sisters on the Move
Ministry is set to empower
and educate women of all
ethnic and cultural backgrounds to hear their callSee WOMEN, pages 10

Digital Video Production at PTC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
In today’s world, expert
video production isn’t
merely for broadcast TV
stations and cable channels. Web sites, schools,
big companies, little companies—even churches
— are increasingly relying on the video industry
and all it can do for their
organizations.
The Digital Video Production program at the
St. Pete campus of Pinel-

las Technical College offers students the opportunity to learn about video
technology in a professional setting with the
most up-to-date equipment.
“What we do is we
teach everything you
need to know to get a job
behind the scenes in the
video production industry,” said longtime PTC
instructor
Bruce
Copeland. “You’re going
to learn camera, lighting,
microphone, audio and
See PTC, page 6

Bruce Copeland instructs student.



ST. PETERSBURG –The RN/LPN Association
gathered together at the
Royal Theater located at
1011 22nd St. S. for a reunion of nurses. The ladies
that once spent their days
working to save lives spent
the evening remembering
what it was like over five
decades ago to be a nurse.
The RN/LPN Association has a long history, dating back to 1946 and is still
active today. Formerly
known as the RN Club, the
organization was formed to
help direct nurses toward
united action for improved
social and civic conditions,
as well as to promote a
good fellowship amongst
its members. All members
are either a registered
nurse (RN) or a licensed
practical nurse (LPN).
“We’ve come a long
way,” said Mistress of Ceremony Mamie Rogers who
recounted the days of
eight-hour shifts with
starched white dresses.
“We walked the halls and
took care of our patients
and when we left our uniform, it was still as white as
snow.”
Founded by Marie
Yopp, a registered nurse
herself, the RN/LPN Association is a legacy of service. Considered ahead of
See NURSE, page 4



 

Hires Hairstyling




3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475
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VOTE NO
ST. PETERSBURG CHARTER CHANGE



More than twenty years ago, voters approved a strong
mayor form of government and made it explicitly
clear that the Mayor, not city council, should hire and
fire the police chief and other key staff positions.
Dissatisfied with Mayor Kriseman’s appointment of
Police Chief Tony Holloway, council voted in June to
place a referendum on the November 4th ballot to
amend the City Charter thereby allowing council in
essence, to vote on the hiring of the Police Chief and
other Key positions voters previously restricted to the
top elected official, the Mayor of St. Petersburg.
I urge you to resist this attempt to change the
City Charter because some Council members
are dissatisfied with one outcome.

 
    

Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph. D
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Greenlight Pinellas is great for our
neighborhoods
BY LISA WHEELERBROWN
President Wildwood Heights
Neighborhood Association

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ever since I posted my
Greenlight Pinellas yard
sign last month, I have
heard a lot of questions
about the plan. What is
Greenlight Pinellas? How
will it improve our neighborhoods? Is it really
worth the tax increase?
I want to tell you that I
put the sign up in my yard
because I believe in this
plan. I looked at it carefully and it looks like a winner to me.
If it passes November
4, Greenlight Pinellas will
mean immediate improvements in bus service. The
plan calls for later weekday service and 80 percent
more bus service on the
weekends.
Also, the new system
will be faster because it
will reduce the use of the
“hub” system. Right now,
if I want to take the bus to
work, I have to catch one
bus at the end of my
street, take it all the way to
Williams Park, then transfer to a second bus that
takes me to my job. It can
take an hour for what is a
10 to 15 minute car drive.
Instead,
Greenlight
Pinellas would have a bus
at the end of my street
running every 15 minutes
and a crosstown bus to
take me right to work running every 20 minutes.

It’s great for neighborhoods. Every neighborhood in the county will see
benefits.
In Midtown,
we’ll have frequent service
on 22nd Avenue South,
34th Street, and 5th Avenue South, for example.
Gulfport will have a frequent route on 49th and
Greenwood, and we will
see buses moving frequently both north and
south.
This means better access to locations countywide. The whole county
bus system will be improved, with more buses,
better bus shelters, and
more frequent service.
Also, PSTA will build a
light rail connector from
downtown St. Petersburg
to downtown Clearwater.
This fixed rail system will
make 16 stops over a 24mile route, following I-275,
then into Pinellas Park,
through Largo and into
Clearwater. The rail will
be in service by 2024.
The rail connects the
densest job and residential
centers. Light rail is more
expensive to build, but
much cheaper to operate,
so it is the best options for
places that have a large,
centralized work population. Greenlight Pinellas
looked at all those factors
and found that between St.
Petersburg, Gateway/Carillon, and Clearwater,
there are 110,000 jobs,
more than enough to justify a rail system.

Lisa Wheeler-Brown
Greenlight will help all
of us because it will create
transportation options for
you, your children, and
your grandchildren. Yes,
we will pay a small amount
more over the course of
the year in taxes – about
$40, or a full tank of gasoline on average – but what
we get in return is more
than worth it. And besides, as a tourist destination, as much as one-third
of the tax is going to be
paid for by our visitors.
I’m a Greenlight supporter because I live in St.
Petersburg and I believe
this is a very positive plan
for the future of our city. I
have grandchildren growing up here and this is an
investment in their future
as well.
Vote “yes” on Greenlight Pinellas on November 4.
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RN/LPN Association reunion
From NURSE, page 1

her time, Yopp diligently
served her community for
some 23 years. The pioneer
nurse received her bachelor’s degree from Florida A
& M, going on to Columbia
University to earn her master’s in nursing.
When she finally came
to Mercy Hospital here in
St. Petersburg, she was one
of only four black registered nurses. She quickly
moved on to work in the
Pinellas County Health Department, which then was a
converted house next to
the hospital.
Yopp was involved in
the training of nurses for
the Red Cross and was
named the head of the
Negro Health Clinic where
she supervised both black
and white aides who later
became LPNs and RNs.
Vienna Adams acknowledged the last living original charter member, Mattie
Bennett who was present at
the event.
“I showed her pictures
of the Manhattan (Casino)
and she identified everyone
in that picture,” said Adams
who presented Bennett
with a bouquet of roses
thanking her for being a
part of the organization that
was responsible for encouraging women to get their
nursing licenses. “She’s
still with us and is in her
right mind and ready to
come back to the meetings.”
Bennett briefly spoke to
what she called her extended family as her own
could not attend due to

health issues. “I appreciate
the compliments and the
accolades that have been
given to me,” she said.
Rogers continued to
speak of the integral part
the RN/LPN Association
played in the role of what
nurses look like today. She
spoke of how those in the
profession
traditionally
have uplifted other nurses
throughout the community,
showing not only their patients compassion while
caring for them, but their
comrades as well.
“Tonight we want you to
remember, to go back, to
see where we’ve come
from,” said Rogers who admits nurses have some
awful high standards to uphold. “We’re just so proud
that we have played a part
in the careers of so many
nurses in this community.”
The evening continued
to honor past presidents of
the organizations and
scholarship recipients who
receive monies to help
them continue in their
dreams
of
becoming
nurses.
The RN/LPN Association holds fundraisers and
collects dues in order to
support students wishing
to become professional
nurses, at times members
reaching into their own
pockets to help fund the
men and women who seek
assistance each year. One
recent recipient was at the
banquet and thanked the
organization for their contributions to her education.
The Urban League tuto-

rial program was recognized as well. It started
many years ago when students who had been admitted to St. Petersburg
College were all leaving the
nursing program. Studying,
scholarships, and helping
students make the grade
became a driving force behind the tutorial program
and members of the
RN/LPN
Association
jumped in full force to help
out. “We weren’t going to
let that stop us from them
being all that they can be,”
said Rogers.
The evening continued
with talk of the Heritage Association and the new
African American Heritage
Trail that was recently
erected
in
Midtown.
Plaques depicting the
Mercy Hospital, the Johnny
Ruth Clark Health Center,
and Yopp, the association’s
founder, give historical information about the area
when it was a thriving
African American community.
“We are so proud that
we are part of the midtown
history,” said Rogers.
Adams closed out the
evening encouraging not
only the nurses of the area
to back one another but the
entire community as well.
“We have a lot of wisdom as
nurses and we can learn
from each other,” said
Adams who was encouraged by those in attendance to move into a
leadership role. “We aren’t
here to bicker; we need to
give each other that hom-

age as often as we can.”
Those in attendance
were encouraged to check
out the new Heritage Trail
and take a look at the historical photos on display at
the event.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Learn to create television magic
From PTC, page 1

video manipulation, editing,
interactive training material, software—all sorts of
things like that.”
During the 18-month
program students participate in the making of advertisements, short films and
even gripping short documentaries. Copeland said
many times these projects
would actually air on TV
stations and web sites.
“Many times their projects are not just projects,
they’re real!” he said.
This work appears on
such notable sites as CareerSource, where some
orientation and training
videos were produced by
PTC students. They’ve also
crafted videos for the Pinellas Refugee Education Program (PREP).
“The video featuring
who and what refugees are
was made by us,” Copeland
said. “They can use that to
go to Lions Club or wherever and say, ‘This is what
we do. Here are people
from Bosnia and here’s
their story about being
chased around the country with their family being
executed and they finally
make it out of the country.
Here is their story.’ We
did stories on Iraqis,
Africans, Bosnians—so the
students get involved in
those and tell the stories.”
Often PTC students will
make films or advertisements for nonprofits, and
the course even calls for
them to create their own
commercial from beginning to end.
“We have them create

the idea and they bring that
idea to life,” Copeland explained. “How they want to
shoot the product, how
they want to tell the story,
what type of actor or actress they want, what type
of lighting they want
to use.”
Sometimes
students
will enlist their classmates
to star in the commercial,
but Copeland said that
many
times
they’ll
seek professorial voices
and actors to help them
with their projects.
Above all, Copeland
stressed that the Digital
Video Production program
at PTC is a professional set
up in every sense.
“One of the key things
about our school is that
we’re not doing toys here,”
he asserted. “This is the
real thing. You can look at
our studio then go to a TV
station and you can’t tell the
difference. So when you
leave here and you go to
work at a high-paying job,
you can recognize the
equipment.”
Copeland
added
that they are in the process
of making the transition to
high definition.
“We’ll be producing in
HD here very soon,” he
stated. “We’ll have the most
advanced state-of-the-art
cameras and editing facility that’s not tape-based in
central Florida when we
fire up.”
When students graduate, there are many options
available to them from a
plethora of companies and
organizations. Copeland

averred that many graduates have even been taking
jobs in an ever-widening
number of fields outside of
their initial training.
“Because they’re so
well technically trained
they can now get jobs
where traditionally they
wouldn’t take our students,”
Copeland
explained. “But because they
have a good strong technical background, there are
new areas.
This even includes engineering jobs where heretofore, Copeland explained,
people would have to have
an electronic engineering
degree.
“So they do the traditional jobs,” he said,
“but today there are so
many others.”
Copeland asserted that
in addition to companies
having a very big web presence these days, more and
more churches are also taking advantage of the merits
of using professional quality video production.
“Many churches now
are very, very video centric,” Copeland said, “and
they need people to operate
that equipment in either
paid or volunteer ways, but
more and more paid.”
Churches use video
production in a number of
ways, from merely displaying the words of hymns on
screens
to
showing
videos in the church
to making expert films of
youth missions and trips.
“When the congregation says, ‘We just funded
$6,000 for a youth group to

go to Haiti,’ they want to
see video of these kids in
Haiti doing something!”
Copeland remarked. “So
everybody knows that the
word is being spread. They
can see the church that
they help build, they can
see the kids that they
helped, they can see them
delivering food to shacks—
all very powerfully told
with pictures.”
In Copeland, students
not only get an instructor
who has been in the industry for over 30 years but
has connections in the
video production field nationwide. He has his finger
on the pulse of the industry
and is attuned to its
changes long before any
book of the trade can be
published.
“I know what’s going on
in the market,” he stated, “I
know who’s hiring and
who’s not, who’s getting rid
of positions, who’s creating
new positions.”
He added that once students graduate and find
placement, it’s common for
them to be very mobile in
their new careers.
“They’ll often change
jobs three to five times in
the first five years,”
Copeland admitted, “either
at the same facility or they
move around, because
they’re able to move up that
quickly once they get in the
industry!”
The Digital Video Production program offers
dual enrollment for students who wish to take the
initial courses at PTC while
still attending high school.

Yet students of all ages are
drawn to the program and
above all, they can be assured of a first-rate education in the exciting field of
video production.
“We have the equipment here that many facilities
don’t,”
Copeland
affirmed. “We’re a statecertified school and I’m a
certified teacher—it’s not
the ‘adjunct teacher of the
day.’ This is serious stuff.
This is preparing students
to go directly from here to

working in the industry.
And that’s what the industry wants: people who are
ready to go to work and
make money for the company, and don’t have to be
taught everything once
they get there.”
If you’re interested in exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or call
727-893-2500. Financial aid is
available. See ad on page 9.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
1 Timothy 3:1-2 and
Titus 1:4-6
These passages of
scripture clearly define
those seeking the position
of shepherd, leader, pastor
of a church of God.
I don’t know how many
ways you can misunderstand this but for some
strange reason it is epidemic throughout the
body of Christ.
I can speak to this
point that I know there is
no way an unmarried man
of God can help me become a better husband.
You can’t teach what you
don’t know, and you can’t
lead where you won’t go.
It’s that simple. The single
pastor having private discussions with the single
sister behind closed doors
is dealing with the blameless part. I am not speaking to anything except
what we read from the
Bible. You have to stop
and research these things
and then ask God for the
understanding if you have
issues with what is written
because again, it’s not my
opinion, its Bible.
We can’t fix our neighborhoods and communities until we fix the church.
No one family or person
has a monopoly over
God’s Church. If it’s that
way then so be it, but
when it comes to the
things of God we have to
do it God’s way if we want
the blessings He promised. Yes it’s gonna shake
the very foundation of

some, no many churches,
but we are talking about
people’s very eternal destinies that are at stake and
we can’t be so prideful that
we ignore the seriousness
of this subject.
I want to make this
very clear that you can’t
say that this opinion is
mine because here are
biblical scriptures to support this. Again, this is
Bible.
Genesis 3: 6, 12-13, 16
1 Cor. 14: 33-35, 40
1 Timothy 2: 9-15
1 Cor. 11: 1-3
Ephesians 5: 22-24
Titus 2: 3-5
Matthew 28: 16-20
Mark 16: 14-18 Luke 24:
36-49 John 20: 19-23
Mark 16: 1-8, 14-18
Colossians 3:18
There can be debate
after debate on this subject
but the Word is just that,
the Word.
This is one of those
subjects to me just like
those of homosexuality,
and many other controversial issues and I have the
same exact answer for
them all, I will tell you
what the Bible says and
leave it there. It’s up to the
individual to decide what
they are led to believe but
I believe what God says
about everything in this
life.
To decide otherwise
would not be in your best
interests if you desire the
blessings of God.
I heard a statement
from another pastor that I
felt deserved repeating,




What does the
Bible say on the
matter?

the average professing
Christian in America is in
actuality a practicing secular humanist.
I believe somewhere
along the way, they didn’t
quite get the full understanding of what it meant
to be a “Christian.” I like
what I heard another say
when they said that we are
saints and not Christians
because of the nature and
history of where the term
Christians originated.
I believe you are a saint
or sinner based upon that
which you spend the majority of your time practicing. Also, of course,
whether or not you have
professed Jesus is the Son
of the Living God and
came and died for all sin
and was risen the third day.
Not preaching just
teaching on this highly
volatile subject. I say
volatile only because of the
state of where the church
and body of Christ are in
relation to what the Bible
actually says. I trust the
Bible.
Romans 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar;
I stated this earlier and
will state it again, I only
speak what the Bible says
and no more. I will not
ever state my opinion, feelings, or the like when it
comes to the Word of God.
If I thought it would have
mattered I think He would
have had me pen at least
one verse of the thousands
penned by the many men
of God He used to pen

them.
I only write to educate,
empower, and engage to
the point it spawns a response, a response based
on the very origin I used,
the Word of God.
Too many men have
claimed the power or position without having earned
or been qualified to have
been there and it’s the nucleus of all the confusion
throughout the body of
Christ.
Once this issue has
been corrected, we will
then see the hand of God
move in a mighty way to
build His house the way
He designed it to be.
There is so much
going on that if we decide
to rely on the church to fix
the societal problems of
today before addressing
and fixing these matters,
we could be even worse I
fear. It’s like the blind
leading the blind and neither can warn when a pothole is placed in the path
leading to deliverance.
In closing remember
this, I’m not radical, I just
believe we have to live our
lives the way God said we
should and that He has
nothing but the best in
store for us if we would
just trust He knows what’s
best for His people and
there is nothing that we
won’t give up for Him that
He won’t give us Better in
return.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

Parent engagement
is a must

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Dr. Karen Mapp’s message was clear Wednesday. The Harvard Graduate
School of Education family engagement author
and expert told a group of
Pinellas County Schools
educators and community
organizations that “all family engagement should be
linked to learning.”
Dr. Mapp led a daylong workshop at the
Largo Cultural Center as
part of the district’s Scale
Up for Success initiative,
which is designed to
raise the scores of the district’s lowest performing
schools. The workshop
was dubbed “Building the
Capacity for Effective
Family-School Partnerships.” There were more

than 100 people in
attendance. The district’s
Office of Strategic Partnerships hosted the workshop.
“The missing ingredient to improving schools
and test scores is family
engagement,” Dr. Mapp
said. “Your schools will
not improve if there is no
family engagement.”
The impact of family
engagement is powerful,
Mapp noted. When a student’s family is engaged in
his or her learning, they
exhibit faster rates of literacy acquisition, earn
higher grades and test
scores, enroll in high level
programs, are promoted
more, have better social
skills and behavior and

graduate and go on to
higher education.
Board Member Rene
Flowers and Superintendent Michael A. Grego
were in attendance. Greg
Worrell, president of
Scholastic Classroom and
Community Group, also
addressed the group.
“All of you are needed,
whether you are a teacher,
a principal or leader in
your community, to help
turn the tide and to help
students reach their
fullest potential,” Grego
said.
At the end of the day
Wednesday, Dr. Grego,
Dr. Mapp and Dr. Valerie
Brimm, the district’s
director of Strategic Partnerships, met with mem-

bers of the community
group Parent Support for
Education Council, Inc. to
discuss an upcoming community forum. David
Archie, the Mayor of Tarpon Springs and the president of the Citizens
Alliance for Progress, Inc.,
was also in attendance.
Wednesday’s workshop was the first of several expected Dr. Mapp
visits to facilitate training
and discussion on the importance of family engagement. She will return in a
couple of weeks for more
in-depth training. Dr.
Mapp will also help facilitate the community forum
with Parent Support for
Education Council, Inc.

Mayors’ 49th Street
cleanup
Please join Mayor Sam
Henderson of Gulfport and
Mayor Rick Kriseman of St.
Petersburg for a collaborative cleanup of 49th Street
South and Tangerine Avenue
South this Sat., Oct. 25.
The event is called “One
Street, Two Cities, One Goal:
Community Collaboration”
and will start promptly at 8:15
a.m. Joining in on the
cleanup, expect to work beside elected officials, city
staff members, residents of
the Childs Park and Westminster Heights Neighborhood Associations and
Gulfport residents.
Registration begins at
8:15 a.m., and the cleanup immediately follows. Meet at
the Tangerine Greenway,
49th Street and Tangerine
Avenue South.
All ages are welcome.
You are invited to come out
and meet your neighbors
from both sides of 49th
Street. The Gulfport Trolley
will provide transportation to
take volunteers to the various
work locations. A limited
amount of pickers will be
available, but if you have your
own please bring it and wear
comfortable footwear and
gloves. Water will be pro-

vided.
This event is presented
by the Gulfport Neighbors
and co-sponsored by The
City of Gulfport and The City
of St. Petersburg. For more
information, please contact 727-893-1118.

Mayor Kriseman

Mayor Henderson

The Embrace
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Embrace, a Curvy / Plus
size Charity Fashion Show
will take place Nov. 8, featuring models from diverse
walks of life, who have committed themselves to make
a difference in their lives by
living healthier. Experience the true meaning of
“embrace”
with
your
beauty, your body and your
life.
“Embrace supports the
Obesity Project and the
Heart Association in providing
awareness
to
women, men and teenagers
with heart disease about
good health and fitness,”
said Audrey “Pat” McGhee,
Founder of Embrace Charity Fashion Show in its
third year.
“There’s not many platforms which encourages
curvy and plus size women
who already face challenges of finding fashionable attire. This showcase
brings to the Tampa Bay
area talented and creative
designers that specializes
in curvy and plus fashions.”
Embrace will encourage
women and youth of all
shapes and sizes to be
transformed from the inside out and to realize that
there are choices. It
reaches out to them and encourages them to make the
right decisions, a choice for
healthy living.
There is a major need

for events like these in the
Tampa Bay area since obesity has been such a concern. The Obesity Project
will help women and youth
in the communities to be
reached by opportunities
that will inspire them and
empower them to take special care of their hearts,
minds and their overall
physical being. These
women and youth are the
future and they need to feel
their worth.
“Several sponsors, businesses and organizations
have already partnered
with “The Embrace” effort,” said McGhee. “Embrace is not just a fashion
show, it’s a movement.
Your beauty, your body and
your life.”
The fashion designers
for the showcase will feature Voluptuous You by Desiree Fleming along with
Angel Meyers out of
Miami. Also, featured will
be
Elizabeth
Carson
Racker, Tampa, and Audrey
Pat Designs from St. Petersburg.
“It’s going to be quite
the experience,” she said.
The fashion show is
scheduled to take place
Nov. 8 in the fantastic University of South Florida Student Center, 200 6th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg. For
more information, contact
Audrey Pat McGhee President- APM Images apmfashionsinc@yahoo.com or
call 813-300-3199. See ad on
page 11.

Audrey ‘Pat’ McGhee from 2013 show.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Worthy to walk in white
The Deaconesses of
Mt. Calvary M.B. Church
and Pastor Deborah
Green, would like to invite
the Tampa Bay Community to its Annual Evening
In White Program. The
event is scheduled for Sunday Oct. 26, at 4 p.m. The
theme for this event is
“Worthy To Walk In
White,” coming from Revelations 3:1-6.
Every year this program is presented to offer
the community an opportunity to come and celebrate Jesus in an evening
of elegance.
The event will begin
with Deacons from “CALVARY”
and
various
churches ushering us into
the presence of God with a
powerful devotion service.
The night will continue
with performances from

“CALVARY” Youth Praise
Dancers and Victory
Christian Center Intergenerational Dancers. All
music will be provided by
CALVARY’s Voices of
Judah Choir. The Keynote
Speaker for the evening
will be, Pastor Shurrea
Daniels of Kingdom

Restoration, Inc.
This event will be
hosted at “CALVARY”,
2321 Hartford St. S. For information call Sister Christine
Wynn-Deaconess
President at 727-864-0935
or
call
“CALVARY”
Church at 727-327-8065.
Hope to see you there.

More job opportunities with the city
From RECORD, page 1

ployers, Kriseman said.
“While we are not taking
that step today, I am hoping
that our organization, the
City of St. Petersburg, will
set an example for other employers in our community,”
he said.
Kriseman explained that
this initiative isn’t just about
giving people with records a
fair chance, but is good for
the city’s economy and for
public safety.
“It gets us closer to our
vision of truly being a city of
opportunity,” the mayor affirmed, and added that
when individuals with criminal histories are engaged in
their community and employed, they are less likely
to re-offend and the community is ultimately safer.
Michael Jalazo, executive director of the Pinellas
County Ex-Offender Coalition (PERC), was on hand
and announced that PERC
demonstrated its own City
of Opportunity initiative
with its 18th annual Showcase of Services, held the
day before at the St. Pete
campus of Pinellas Technical College.
“With the City of St. Petersburg and 56 other organizations, we provided
service or guidance to over
500 families of ex-offenders
or ex-offenders themselves,
in terms of what their different needs are,” Jalazo said.
“Our goal and mission for
PERC is to help offenders
become and remain successful ex-offenders in the
community.”
Jalazo also said that
a PERC project called the

Dr. David T. Welch Center
for Progress and Community Development is going
to be opening on the 16th
Street corridor to create
more jobs and opportunities.
“And that all comes back
to what Ban the Box is all
about,” he said, “by removing the check box on employment
applications
related to one’s past or their
history you create opportunity. They key to success for
ex-offenders to remain exoffenders is employment.”
He noted that ex-offenders may still be subject to
disclosure, but will be given
the chance to present themselves and put their job qualifications
first
when
applying for a job, not their
criminal records.
“It doesn’t guarantee
employment, but it increases the chance for employment,” he said, noting
that major companies like
Target and Walmart have
removed the box from employment screening because they realize they’re
losing the opportunity for
the “talent and employment
of these people without
even giving them a consideration on their skills.”
LaShanna Tyson, a Paralegal Studies major at Seminole State College, knows
firsthand the difficulties
faced by women returning
to their communities after
incarceration. The mother
of three is an Orlando resident, a licensed Florida real
estate agent and a community organizer for the Faith
in Florida organization.

After being released from a
prison sentence, Tyson
came up against many unexpected obstacles.
“My journey started
right in St. Petersburg,”
she told the crowd. “My reentry back into society. I
was at the work release center here on Gandy and after
serving 13 years in prison,
they sent me out by myself
on the bus to come down
here to the social security
administration building. I
can tell you, that was a scary
thing. I didn’t know how to
use the bus.”
She said that coming out
of prison ex-offenders need
jobs more than anything
else.
“In prison we work so
hard for free,” she said, “not
because we wanted to but
because we had to. The
same jobs that we did in
there for free, we come
home and can’t get those
jobs out here, because of a
box that regulates us to second
class
citizenship
in a state where we’ve been
incarcerated.”
When Tyson left St. Pete
to move home to Orlando,
that’s when “reality kicked
in” for her, as everywhere
she went potential employers asked about her background rather than her
qualifications. The box on
the application prevented
her from finding work or
even going to college.
“They released me with
no way for me to succeed
out here,” she said.
Through perseverance
Tyson in time became a licensed realtor but still ran

into brick walls. When she
sold her first house she took
her commission check and
tried to rent an apartment.
The rental application had
that dreaded box.
“I was told I can’t rent an
apartment for 99 years,” she
said. “I can sell all the
houses that I want, but I
can’t rent an apartment because of that box. I am a
felon first and foremost over
a realtor. That motivated
me.”
She communicated with
mothers who had been in
prison and had said
they would strive to be better mothers, to get jobs, to
work hard for their kids and
to have a second chance.
But when she found these
same women back in prison
within a year, they simply
told her it is harder being
back in society than it is in
prison.
“When someone tells
you that, it’s a problem,”
Tyson asserted. “Prison is a
horrible place. I realized
that someone had to fight

for us.”
She decided to tell anyone who would listen about
her plight and the plight of
other ex-offenders. She
found a place with Faith in
Florida, an organization
that is working to change
Florida’s constitution so that
“when we have completed
our sentences, our rights
are automatically restored.”
In this season of elections, she also stated that
everyone should exercise
their right to vote.
“Here is my message to
anybody that can vote: don’t
just sit back, come out and
vote,” she declared. “There
is a reason why they take
the right to vote away from
us. Make it your job, your
duty, your obligation to
come out and vote. I do not
care who you vote for. Exercise your right.
Tyson urged even people with felony convictions
to do what they can, even
though they themselves
cannot vote.
“I took 26 people to the

primaries,” she stated. “I
can’t vote, but my friends
and family can!”
Kriseman also announced that minimum
wage for St. Pete’s full time
city employees will be
raised to $12.50 per hour.
Part time employees that
have worked for the city for
at least five years will also
earn that same base wage.
“This is gas money,”
Kriseman said. “It’s grocer y money. It’s a few
extra dollars to help
make life a little easier for
the people in our city of St.
Petersburg family.”
Tomalin stated that the
elimination of the box and the
minimum pay raise are critically important initiatives that
share one common thread:
opportunity.
“We’re working hard
every day to be a more innovative, creative and competitive community,” Tomalin
said.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Success Starts Here.

OPEN HOUSE
Wed. Nov. 5
Thurs. Dec. 4

9 am
7 pm

or call for your private tour

PreK (3) – Grade 12
Shorecrest teachers ensure students are ready for their futures,
be it the rise from preschool to kindergarten or the journey to college.

5101 First St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703 • 727-522-2111 • www.CanYouBeMore.com

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Inaugural event huge success
From WOMEN, page 1

ing and be women of God.
Its intent is to impact women
through prayer, spiritual
cleansing and personal enrichment workshops.
The guest speaker for
the evening was none other
than Pastor Cecilia Grimsley-Holt who lives in Dickson, Tenn., and is serving as
pastor to the Word of Life
Tabernacle Church, which
was formed in 2001.
“I call her the holy stick
of dynamite that packs a
good spiritual punch,” said
Thompson.
Holt’s daughter spoke of
her mother’s sacrifice for the
Lord and how she withholds
nothing, always working toward the betterment of the
people in her congregation.
Since the age of 12, Holt
accepted Jesus Christ as her
savior after witnessing a vision from God. A full-time
business teacher for some
31 years, she retired from
the teaching profession in
May of this year, and has
had a lifetime of struggles.
“I think for years I
walked around with just a
dagger in my back,” said
Holt who voiced her own
thoughts on mastering the
art of suffering for a long
while. “I have been through
so much, I’m past tired.”
Diagnosed with an incurable blood disease, Holt believed the doctor’s timeline
of just 90 days to live. Her
white blood cells were
dying, so was her faith and
the belief that she could survive.
“My faith wasn’t that
strong,” said Holt who was

taught the word of God at an
early age, but hadn’t mastered what faith truly was.
She believed the doctor and
bought a calendar, marking
off the days left, counting
down to the end.
“The closer I got I lost
the use of my limbs; I could
no longer walk. I could no
longer take care of myself,”
she said. Holt would roll out
of bed and crawl along the
floor just to use the bathroom. “I could no longer do
anything that I’m doing now
because the doctor said, and
I believed.”
Twenty-eight years later,
Holt is still going strong. No
longer a victim to a blood
disease, she has realized the
word of God and lives her
life each day to guide
women of all backgrounds
in their quest for spiritual
atonement.
Her topic for the evening
was “In a minute, it won’t
matter.”
Those in attendance
were encouraged to remember that setbacks happen
and that with faith in the
Lord, they will come out the
other end okay.
Holt has been pastoring
20 years. The only female
pastor in the city of Dickson,
her road to salvation hasn’t
always been easy. When she
first arrived, she was visited
by a group of 10 men of various local churches who
made it clear they wished
she would pack up and go.
“The good ole boys got
together and made a pact,”
she said stating she was
blacklisted, half of the

African-American churches
refusing to acknowledge her
presence. They thought
she’d give up and head back
home. “My neck got to moving and I said, ‘You can’t put
me down, you can’t pray me
down. I’m not going anywhere.’”
And it was this spirit and
dedication
so
evident
decades ago that still demands respect today.
Holt soon got the room
moving with more than just
her voice. Dividing the group
up by their ages, the men
who accompanied the lady in
their life making a group of
their own, her goal was to
unify the room. She preached
that sisters need each other,
and no one can work productively by themselves.
She had them stand up
with the members of their
group. Soon after they were
directed to squat like
women of the olden days
during childbirth. They then
pushed as if giving birth
themselves, crying out as
they did so. And yes, the
men were in on it too.
It’s the proper stance for
giving birth voiced Holt who

uses this exercise at her
seminars to accentuate the
birthing on an idea, of a new
way to think of life, faith, the
world.
“I just want to be making
a difference,” she said. “Not
only in women, but men
children, black, white, Hispanic – that’s God’s church.”
Sisters on the Move Min-

istry generously presented
The Special Operations Warrior Foundation a check in
the amount of $500 in honor
of Brittany B. Gordon, the
niece of Thompson. Gordon
was killed in Afghanistan
October 13, 2012 while serving in the United States
Army.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

$20 or more.
Exp. 12/11/14

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.




   





  


 

 


 







Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

      





 

 


 






Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.
Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





  

  

 









 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.
 
  

 










 
 

 
 
 







 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.





 


 







 


 



  
 


  

  

 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for October
Oct 24 - Fall Festival

Sponsored by the YAMS
(Young Adult Ministry) –
Scheduled from 6-8 p.m. at St.
Mark. Music, Candy, Free
Food, Games and Prizes.
Come out for Face Paintings
and More. PLEASE, NO SATANIC COSTUMES
Oct 31 - Monthly Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.

We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity. Building
a Stronger Congregation and
Community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-321-

9645)
Upcoming events for Oct.:
26 - Usher’s Ministry Anniversary 31st - Harvest Fest
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II
Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family
extend a cordial invitation to our
entire community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship
service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 a.m. The Ship’s
anchor is still up, as we continue
our journey through the month
October. Please feel free to come
aboard as we venture out spreading the mighty word of God.
Want to stay close to home, join
us at the Church throughout the
week for our various programs
and ministries. Come join us as
we take this Christian journey for
it is Our Mission as a Church
Family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities: Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00 p.m.) and
Prayer and Bible Study (7 p.m.);
AWANA Youth Enrichment program is back jointly every
Wednesday at 7 p.m., something
special for every child, learning
about God while having fun. The
Bread of Life Ministry continues

providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled members, want to volunteer? Please
see Sister Renetta Williams for
further information. The Clothing Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the month,
from 9 a.m. to noon. Donations
of gently used Men and Women
Business attire are needed. Continue to Pray for our Sick, Shutin, Children, Men/Women in
Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Month of October: Church
Sunday school rally begins
Breast Cancer Awareness
Oct. 25 – Noon – West Coast
Youth Explosion Rehearsal –
Check with you Youth Counselor.
Oct. 26 – 4 p.m. – Holy Temple Cathedral Pentecostal
Church, Inc., 3100 Freemont
Terr. S., for their Annual Family
& Friends Day, Pastor Evans is
asking the Adult Mass Choir,
Male
C h o r u s ,
Ushers/Nurses ministries to
serve, Come let’s Praise the
Lord.
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Souls to
the Poll Sunday, leaving from
Williams Park.
Oct. 31 – 7 p.m. – Church
Annual Meeting. “Oh How I
Love Jesus Hallelujah Celebra-

tion.” Celebrating The Children.
November Special Announcement: Nov.r 5-7, Save the
Date
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT
ASSOCIATION,
116th Annual Session – Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Moderator, Host
Pastor, Rev. Patrick A. Miller,
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1680
18th Street, Sarasota, FL 34234,
Headquarter’s Hotel, Hyatt Place
Hotel, 950 University Park, Sarasota, FL 34234, Telephone: (941)
554-5800.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week: The
Bible is the bread of life, and it
never gets stale.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Florida
33712.
Church Office: (727) 906-8300.
Visit Friendship’s Website:
www.fmbctheship.net E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

The will of God and the desires of our heart
Every generation reads
the Bible with its own vision
and cultural presuppositions
then come to terms with
which worldview they will embrace. The secular worldview
[those who walk by sight and
their I.Q. because they find the
way of faith too unnerving].
The Christian humanist worldview[those who are too afraid
that God may have more
light/revelation to break forth
from His holy Word into our
soul] or the kingdom of God
worldview [trust the Spirit of
Truth will guide them in the
midst of their struggles and
triumphs into all truth so they
could go boldly to the Throne
Room of God and reason with
Him].
God not only acts, but He
also reacts. God not only influences events in the world, but
is also influenced by worldly
events. God not only have
plans for history, but He is also
flexible enough to adapt His
plans to decisions humans
make. God is not finished with
us yet. He desires an intimate
relationship with everyone
so they may clearly understand what is His acceptable
will for us. Above all else, God
is love. God do not expresses
His power by having complete
control of every detail of
everything we say or do.
God has given the earth to
man [Psalm 115:16]. Whatsoever man sets his mind to do
for good or evil, he can accomplish [Genesis 1:26-31 Genesis
11:1-9]. Humanity was given
the freedom to chose God’s
will or persist in getting what
they desire under the conditions of understanding God

sits in the heavens and He will
intervene into our little affairs
on earth [Isaiah 59:14-16].
The
Old
Testament
Prophets presented God revealing their future as if God
was not altogether sure those
people understood what their
future would be like. God was
proclaimed saying “Perhaps
they will understand” or “Perhaps they will repent” making
it sound they had no understanding what God’s will was
for them nor what they had to
do when they received this
revelation [Jeremiah 3-7;
Ezekiel 12:3]. Strong conditions were given to them for
instance; “If you change your
ways, I will let you dwell in this
land but if not… [Jeremiah 7:57] At times, God invited them
to reason with Him with questions like, “what shall I do with
you?” [Hosea 6:4]
The Jews knew with certainty that they were chosen
and loved of God as His nation
that would separate themselves from worldly influences. They didn’t understand
what sin was. Therefore, God
gave His commandments as a
mirror for them to judge themselves. Hopefully they would
conclude they couldn’t keep
God’s commandments and
needed a Savior.
The Jews stumbling, gave
the Gentiles the opportunity to
also become ruled by God’s
government [Romans 11-12].
Jesus called His disciples’ attention to the radical difference
between
God’s
government and the kind of
governance they had been accustomed to [Matthew 20:2528]. This same point was made

by Apostle Paul to the early
church [Phil 2:5-11]. The
glory of the Father and the
honor of Jesus Christ as
LORD resulted from the fact
that God himself ‘took’ the
form of a servant. God’s reality
declares His love is more fundamental than justice or
power. It’s more important to
God to give Himself to whosoever allowed themselves to become joint heirs in Christ
Jesus. They could determine
what kind of life, family, community, city, nation or world
they wanted. God’s love is
rooted and grounded in divine
majesty and holiness. When
agape love lives in the heart of
humanity; sin must come to an
end. Sin [selfishness] is the
contradiction and perversion
of agape. God is love, pure,
holy. Divine love is the ground
swell of divine justice. Divine
power motivation is the character of divine sovereignty.
Love does not need to be “balanced’ or “kept in check” by
any other attribute. This is the
will of God.
A paradigm shift may
cause us to think about how
our desires compare with the
will of God as attractive rather
than coercive. Biblically the
will of God does not necessarily mean God specific intention
in a given situation or what He
decided shall actually occur,
but in fact means God eternal
will are His values that pleases
Him. And when someone ways
please the LORD, He makes
even His enemies to be at
peace with him. [Proverbs
16:5-7]

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
Oct. 25 - Come join the
Women’s Ministry at 10:00am
on Saturday, October 25th on
the 2nd floor as they discuss
Domestic Violence and Abuse.
Learn to recognize and understand signs of abuse and abusive
relationships.
Recognition is the first step toward getting help.
Oct. 26 — Church 86th Anniversary. Family & Friends
Day and Ministry Expo 10 AM
Service
November 5th - Mt. Zion in
conjunction with the Coleman
Law Group, Dolman Law
Group, and local attorneys,
Deidra Brown and Patrice

Featherstone, are sponsoring
a Judicial at 6:30 pm in the
Main Sanctuary. This forum is
open to the public and will
allow individuals to speak directly with judges on issues directly
affecting
our
community.
Attention Parents! Reading and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 pm to 7
pm in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th Street,
South. For more information
contact Doris Newton or Joel
Shedrick at 727-822-0443, Extension 301.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a Man
of God Should Look Like.”

CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 to 8 pm.
Phone in to: 605-477-2100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected
today!www.MZProgressive.or
g
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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